
130 The Oriental Institute

the Oriental Institute’s post-doc conference, “Religion and Power: Divine Kingship in the Ancient 
World and Beyond.” Both conferences were held in February, 2007. During 2006/2007, Reichel 
continued his cooperation with ARCANE (www.uni-tuebingen.de/arcane/) as Regional Coordina-
tor for Central Mesopotamia.

Reichel is overjoyed by having received a $337,000 grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities to complete the work on the “Diyala Virtual Archive.” This grant will start in July 
2007. 

——————————

Seth Richardson

Seth Richardson spent the academic year as a Faculty Research Fellow at the University’s 
Franke Institute for the Humanities. The time was largely devoted to research and writing for his 
monograph Studies in Late Old Babylonian History: A Historical Analysis of 17th-century Baby-
lonia and the Collapse of the First Dynasty State. The book looks to not only historical and an-
thropological models of collapse, but also takes some very modern models deriving from political 
science, geography, and comparative literature to gain some new perspective on an old problem.

In the fall, he was also busy with co-teaching duties as the Departments of Near Eastern Civi-
lizations and Classics launched a new undergraduate core sequence entitled “Ancient Empires,” 
for which he and Museum Director Geoff Emberling co-taught a quarter on the Neo-Assyrian 
empire to forty enthusiastic students. The continued meetings of the Ancient Societies Workshop, 
for which he is a co-sponsor, also kept him busy. The Workshop hosted fourteen speakers during 
the year, speaking on subjects as diverse as the Arab conquest of Damascus, the composition and 
historical reliability of the Hebrew Bible book of Chronicles, and servile populations in Kassite 
Babylonia — but all attending to the Workshop’s annual theme of historical methodology.

Richardson briefly set some time aside for other projects, including a very enjoyable trip to 
the annual meeting of the Association of Ancient Historians, which met at Princeton University 
in May, where he delivered a paper on economic regulation in the Old Babylonian period. The 
conference provided a welcome opportunity to extend the contacts between ancient Near Eastern 
and classical Greco-Roman historical discussions. Also in May, Richardson acted as co-organizer 
of a one-day conference on comparative methodological paradigms between the disciplines, en-
titled Text Envy and Artifact Allure. The conference brought together Africanists, Andeanists, 
Americanists, and more to share ideas about how sources and research paradigms tend to form 
very different research questions in different areas of the Academy. He was particularly happy to 
welcome as part of the event Jerry Cooper from Johns Hopkins and Jan Assmann, already on loan 
to Chicago as a visiting scholar from the University of Heidelberg. 

——————————

Robert K. Ritner

Robert Ritner’s most visible role during the past year was as the featured speaker of the do-
nors’ reception for the inauguration of Robert Zimmer, incoming President of the University of 
Chicago, held at The Field Museum on October 26. His lecture, entitled “Tutankhamun for the 
Twenty-first Century: Modern Misreadings of an Ancient Culture,” defended the significance of 
ancient Egyptian culture against errors in the popular press and was published online on the Ori-
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ental Institute Web site: http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/IS/RITNER/Zimmer_Lecture_2006.html, and 
in the University of Chicago Record, December 7, 2006, pp. 8–10. By request, it appeared also on 
the North Texas American Research Center in Egypt Web site: www.arce-ntexas.org. 

This was but one of many lectures given this past year. On October 14, for the Seventh Chi-
cago-Johns Hopkins Theban Workshop, “Perspectives on Ptolemaic Thebes,” Ritner spoke on 
“Ptolemy IX (Soter II) at Thebes,” surveying the often faulty modern copies of this king’s histori-
cal records at the once great city, which was devastated by civil war during this reign. The text of 
the lecture will be published in a forthcoming conference volume by the Oriental Institute. At the 
Egyptian embassy in Washington, D.C., on April 27, he lectured on “Magic and Medicine in The-
ory and Practice in Ancient Egypt” for the Washington chapter of the American Research Center 
in Egypt. The next day, he provided a five lecture, all-day seminar for the chapter on “Creation 
Stories,” “How a Temple Works,” “The Great Deities of Mythology,” “The Impact of Egyptian 
Religion,” and “The Function of Egyptian Art.” On May 14, he discussed “An Introduction to 
Ancient Egyptian Religion and Magic” for the Oriental Institute Volunteers. 

Ritner lectured daily for the Oriental Institute from March 11 through 27, when he led “The 
Wonders of Ancient Egypt” tour, which featured both famous highlights and lesser-known, but 
highly significant, Egyptian monuments from Cairo to Abu Simbel. He then returned to Luxor 
for a week to assist Chicago House with the interpretation of Ptolemaic hieroglyphs carved in the 
remodeled Eighteenth Dynasty temple at Medinet Habu. 

In addition to the publications noted above, his study “‘And Each Staff Transformed into a 
Snake’: The Serpent Wand in Ancient Egypt,” was published in Through a Glass Darkly: Magic, 
Dreams and Prophecy in Ancient Egypt, edited by K. Szpakowska (Wales: University of Swan-
sea). Brief articles on “Seti I” and “Ramses II” appeared in World Book Encyclopedia, and he 
completed a manuscript on “Graffiti and Ostraca in the Tomb of Nespakashuty” for New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

During the course of the year, he served as a photographic contributor for the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum’s publication Akhenaton and Tutankhamun, a translator for the Frank H. 
McClung Museum (Knoxville, Tennessee), a publication referee for University College London, 
and the American member of the Academic Review Committee for the 10th International Con-
gress of Egyptologists, to be held in Rhodes. Beyond teaching and university committee duties, 
Ritner served his final year as Graduate Counselor for the ancient fields in the Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations.

——————————

Oğuz Soysal

In 2006/2007 O©uz Soysal continued his job on the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project. He has 
spent most of his time writing articles on words beginning with te / ti and preparing the Turkish 
translations of CHD L and P for eCHD. Aside from this, his research activities have continued 
to focus on Hittite history and the Hattian language. The following articles were published: “Ein 
Textanschluß an KBo 3.24 (CTH 39.1),” Nouvelles Assyriologiques Brèves et Utilitaires 2006/1 
(pp. 15–16); “Review of Hittite Etymological Dictionary, Vol. 6 (M), by J. Puhvel, Bibliotheca 
Orientalis 63 (2006): 560–72; “Puæanu,” Reallexikon der Assyriologie Bd. 11, Lfg. 1/2 (2006): 
110; “Hattice metinlerde dört önemli kent ve bunların rahipleri,” Tabularia Hethaeorum: Hethi-
tologische Beiträge Silvin Koåak zum 65. Geburtstag, edited by D. Groddek and M. Zorman, pp. 
653–58 (Dresdner Beiträge zur Hethitologie, Band 25; Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2007); “‘Tanrı 
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